A long-term effect of adult thymectomy on cortisone sensitivity and alkaline RNAse activity of murine lymphoid cells.
The alkaline RNAse content of lymphoid cells was measured in two year old mice that had been thymectomized at six to seven weeks of age and found to be three times higher in spleen and four times in lymph nodes than in sham thymectomized age-matched controls. There was, however, no difference in the content of alkaline RNAse in the liver between the two groups of mice. Following administration of cortisone, the RNAse level in the lymphoid organs was increased to a much greater extent in the control than in the thymectomized mice.